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What is Google Apps for Education? 
Google Apps is a multi-functioning technology resource.  With Google, students can search the 
World Wide Web, access Chrome, and Google Applications.  Several of the Google Apps 
students will use are Drive, Docs, Presentation, Gmail, Draw, Sheets, and Calendar. Google 
brings all of these resources together in one easy to use application. 
 
Why is TSD Using Google? 
In 2014, the Tumwater community approved the TSD Capital Facility Bond to upgrade and 
expand technology in the classroom. Part of this bond included purchasing student 
Chromebook carts for all schools within the TSD. A Chromebook is a laptop that runs with 
Chrome OS as its operating system. They are a reliable, cost effective solution to bring more 
technology into every classroom. With Chromebooks, students must have a Google account to 
be able to access the WWW and the Google Apps.  
 
There are many benefits with using Google Apps for educational purposes.  Students can 
continue to work on unfinished projects at home. Students have the ability to peer edit and 
collaborate with other students while receiving ongoing teacher guidance. Google Apps is a tool 
the district will use to prepare students for the 4 C’s:  critical thinking, creative thinking, 
communicating, and collaborating. These skills help students learn, which is vital to success in 
school and beyond. 
 
What do parents need to know about Google? 
Google access for students was created for educational use only. Students must follow the 
acceptable use guidelines and the TSD Technology Policy 2022, both available on the TSD 
website. Student accounts can be accessed at any time by administration and teachers. If 
students misuse their Google accounts, the district may deactivate their account. Chromebooks 
use the same standard TSD Internet filter. In accordance with the CIPA (Children’s Internet 
Protection Act of 2000), students are required to be taught Internet safety and digital 
citizenship. Students within the TSD participate in these lessons with their building librarian 
and/or technology specialist using age-appropriate resources that can be viewed online for 
grade levels K-8.  
 
FAQ . . . 
Is Google an email account? A: No, Google is an access to all of the Google Apps. Gmail is an 
application in Google that allows students to email within the TSD staff and students only. 
Gmail accounts are for educational purposes only, not for personal use.  
 
Can I access my student’s account? A:  Yes, with the student’s username and password. 
 
What is sharing? A: Sharing is the ability to share work between students and between teacher 
and student. Sharing allows quick collaboration between all parties.  
 
Who do I contact if I have more questions? A:  At the secondary level, contact the Technology 
TOSA Justin McKaughan at 709-7087. At the elementary level, contact Technology TOSA Tina 
Schmidt at 709-7086.  
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